POST CONGRESS TOUR & ALTERNATIVE ACCOMMODATION

Post Congress Karnataka Vegan Tour:  

I have more or less finalized the itinerary of the tour which I had mentioned earlier in this forum.  This is a post Congress tour organized by me, a local vegan, in my personal capacity.  I am not connected to the hosts of the congress in any way other than I am a prospective participant.  All queries regarding this will be answered by me only. 

Tour Itinerary:
Sep.17, 2006-
7 am : Departure from Margao (10kms from the Congress venue), Goa by a mini bus to Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary (120kms).

8 am : Breakfast in the bus. Freshly packed South Indian Vegan Snacks (Idly, Vada, Chutney & Sambar etc.) and packed fruit juice.

11 am : Reach Dandeli Wildlife Sanctuary -Bison Valley Resort.  (Indianadventures.com/DandeliWildlifeSanctuary.htm)  





11.15 am : Welcome Drink - Tender Coconut Water & Light Snacks.


11.30am to 12.15 pm – Boat Ride on River Kali.



12.30pm to 1.15 pm – Nature Walk in the forest.



1.30pm to 2.00 pm – Indian Vegan Lunch.



2.00 pm : Departure to Magod Water Falls. (50kms)


3.00 pm :  Reach Magod Falls.

3.45 pm : Departure to Sai Vishram Beach Resort, Byndoor (170 kms.).


5.00 pm : Snacks & packed fruit juice in the bus.



7.00 pm : Reach Sai Vishram Resort (Saivishram.com) and Relax.

8.30 pm : Indian Vegan Dinner & 30 minutes local cultural/entertainment program which is subject to confirmation.
Sep.18, 2006- 7.00 am to 8 am :  Vegan Coffee/Tea & Walk around the beautiful vegetarian                                     

   

resort and surroundings.


8 am: Departure to AmruthaDhara Goshala (8 kms)
8.15 am:  Reach AmruthaDhara Goshala (a home for destitute, discarded cattle), Shirur.  Have Indian home cooked Vegan Breakfast (local delicacies) arranged by the local friends in the open air natural surroundings on a river bank. This is subject to confirmation.
8.45 am : Departure to Murdeshwar (Beachside Hindu Temple town, 30 kms)
9.15am : Reach Murdeshwar, visit one of the tallest Shiva (Hindu God) statues on an island hillock and do shopping.



10.00 am : Departure to Jog Falls (80 kms)

12.00 noon : Reach Jog Falls



12.00 noon  to 1.15 pm :spend time at India’s highest waterfalls, Jog Falls.



1.15pm to 2.00 pm  : Indian Vegan Lunch.



2.00pm Departure to Karwar Beach (150kms)



4.00pm Snack and juices on the bus



5.30pm Reach Karwar  Beach, relax at the beach, view sunset. 


6.00pm Departure to Goa. (70kms)


8.00pm Arrive at Margao, Goa.  

8.00pm to 9.30 pm: Farewell Vegan Dinner at Hotel Woodlands (Rangoli), my favorite Indian Vegetarian Restaurant and a farewell present.


9.30 pm : Say Good Night and Good Bye with good memories.
Tour Cost : US $ 100 per person (Rs.4,000 for people from India).

Alternative Accommodation:

Decent alternative accommodation can be booked in the nearest town of Margao (10kms to the Congress venue).

Option I (Budget) :  Hotel Margao Residency or equivalent : US$ 15  (or Rs.600 for Indians)  per room night (single or double occupancy).    

Option II  (Superior-centrally airconditioned): Hotel Nanutel or equivalent : US$ 30 (or Rs.1200 for Indians)  per room night (single or double occupancy).    

Transportation from Hotel to the congress venue and back : US$ 3 (or Rs.120 for Indians) per person per day.  
Transportation from Airport to Hotel (30kms) is US$10.00 or Rs.400.00  and Railway/Bus Station to Hotel  is US$1.00 or Rs.50.
Notes: 
1. Minor changes may be made to suit the season, circumstances etc.
2. Rooms or cottages at Sai Vishram Resort (during tour) will be available on twin sharing basis only.  No single occupancy is available. If you are single, suitable partner can be arranged from among the tour participants.
3.  Children on lap have no charges.  Children upto 12 years of age wanting seat in the bus but can share parents room will be charged US$ 75  per child (Rs.3000 for Indians)
4. Tour Cost includes transport, food, drinking water, accommodation and all entry fees, taxes and guides wherever available.  It does not include insurance of any kind and things not mentioned above.
5.  Total seats available for the tour are limited.  Some have already been booked.  Only a few more seats are remaining.

6.  No animal food or products will be served by us nor any animal is exploited in our tour.

7. Travel Visa, Medical, Congress Registration, Admission, food during the congress etc., are not our responsibility.

8. Payment will have to be made soon to complete the tour arrangements.    Seats will be reserved on first come first serve basis.  
9.  All preliminary and fringe expenses have been/will be absorbed by me.  Cost mentioned is to cover the direct costs only.  If at the end, there is a loss, I will bear it.  If there is excess of collection over expenses, the same will be used in my venture (Vegan World) to promote veganism in India.

10. If you can pay now full amount that is great.  Otherwise, you can pay 50% now and the balance when you arrive in Goa for the Congress.
11. Payment Method :  Please refer the Tour/Accommodation Booking Format.
Any enquiry regarding all these can be sent to me either through this forum or directly at shannade@rediffmail.com or veganworld@rediffmail.com  

Those who are interested, including those who have already confirmed the participation, may please fill up the following form and reply to me by email at the above mentioned addresses. 
Best Wishes,

Shakar Narayan.

TOUR/ACCOMMODATION BOOKING FORMAT

(use separate form for each participant from ‘a to f’)

a. Name

:

b. Address

:
c.  Email/phone no.
:   

d.  Date of Birth/Age
:

e.  Nationality

:

f.  Coming from
:

I am interested in the (a) Post Congress Tour (b) Alternative Accommodation (strike out whichever not applicable)   

Amount Payable:  
1.  Tour  - Adult @ US$ 100 (Rs.4000) per person      
Total …………….
2.  Tour – Children @ US$ 75 (Rs.3000) per child

Total……………..

3.  Accommodation – Option I : US$ 15 per room

     (Rs.600) for  …… nights on  Sep(dates)…………

      …………………………………………………

Total…………….

4.   Accommodation – Option II : US$ 30 per room

     (Rs.1200) for  …… nights on  Sep(dates)…………

      …………………………………………………

Total…………….

5.  Transportation from Hotel to Congress Venue 

     @ US$ 3 (Rs.120) per person per day  for…….. 
     days on Sep(dates)…..…………………………

Total………………

6.  Transportation from Airport to Hotel @ US$ 10.00

     (Rs.400) or from Raiway/Bus Station to Hotel @

      US$1.00 or Rs.50





Total………………









_________________

Grand Total















================

Payment to be sent to Vegan World, S.B.Account No.: 011 0000 5968, State Bank of India, Margao, Goa, India.  SWIFT – SB IN IN BB 525.
If payment made is only 50%, balance to be paid on Sep.10, 2006.

Signature of the applicant:
Date:

The following is the text of my earlier mail on this subject

Hi!

As many of you would know already, I am Shankar Narayan, an Indian Vegan living in Goa, the venue of 37th IVU World Veg. Congress.  I am promoting veganism in my own small way.  Being in India, it has been very very difficult for me to find vegans here. When I met a living vegan for the first time in my life some years ago, I was so overwhelmed that I couldn’t sleep that night.  Now, as the Veg.Congress is fast approaching, I am very excited about the prospect of meeting many vegans from around the world and getting to know them.

Earlier, I had offered to host some vegans in my flat for the congress’ duration and I am glad that a vegan family from the US has consented to be my guest.  Now I offer something more and look forward to responses from you all. 

At the end of the Congress many of you might wish to stay back to explore India for a few days.  Having my root in the neighboring state of Karnataka, I would like to organize a small sight-seeing tour to some interesting ecological places in Karnataka.  This is not a profit venture and being organized just out of love for my fellow vegans coming to the Congress who are my country’s guests. 

Though details are not yet finalized, it will be roughly as follows(subject to change):

Starting Place : Goa, 

Ending place: Goa

Starting Date: 17th Sep. Sunday 7 am.

Ending Time : 18th Sep. Monday 9 pm.

Night Halt : One night on 17th in a hotel.

Food : Indian Vegan Food.

Transport: By road (Bus)

Seats available : 20 (extendable up to 35) 

Total Distance covered (Goa to Goa): about 600 kms

Route/Places covered: Karwar (a harbour town), Yana (an adventure-rock climbing- spot), Murdeshwar (a hindu temple-beach resort), Jog Falls (India’s highest waterfalls), Magod Falls (a beautiful waterfalls), Dandeli (a wildlife sanctuary). 

Cost : I would like to absorb the cost myself to the maximum extent.  Beyond my capacity, I will request you to pay up to $100 (maximum) per person.

All details will be finalized based on your responses-suggestions/feedbacks.

Please share this information with those whom you know would be Congress participants. I request you to give your opinion at the earliest.

With love,

Shankar Narayan.

